
The best quizz of big French 
authors who are smokers 

Who is it ? 

 Marcel Proust 

 André Malraux 

 La Joconde 



André Malraux 

He was born the 3rd of 
november in 1901, in the 
18th district of Paris and he 
died November 23rd, in 1976 
in Val-de-Marne. He was a 
writer and a politician. His 
main work is La condition 
humaine in 1933. 



Who is it ? 
 

1)  Albert Camus  
 
2) Thomas 
Vinterberg 
 
3) Bille August 
 
 



Albert Camus 

Albert Camus was born 
on November 7th, 1913 
in Algeria, and he died 
on January 4th, 1960. 
He was a writer, a 
philosopher, a 
playwright and a 
novelist. He was also 
militant journalist 
committed in the French 
Resistance. 



 Who is it ? 
 

1) Madame de La 
Fayette 
 
2) Zadie Smith 
 
3) Françoise Sagan 



Françoise Sagan 

She was a french 
woman of letters. 
Born on June 21st, 
in 1935 and died 
on September 
24th, 2004. She 
becames famous 
with her first novel 
with Bonjour 
tristesse  
published in 1954 
at the age of 18. 



Who is it ? 
 
1) Pascal 
Dupont 
 
2) Jean-Paul 
Sartre 
 
3) Paul Valery 



Jean-Paul Sartre 

né le 21 juin 1905 dans le 16 et 
mort le 15 avril 1980 dans le 14ème, 
est un écrivain et philosophe 
français, représentant du courant 
existentialiste, dont l'œuvre et la 
personnalité ont marqué la vie 
intellectuelle et politique de la 
France de 1945 à la fin des années 
1970. 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/21_juin
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juin_1905
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1905
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/16e_arrondissement_de_Paris
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/15_avril
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avril_1980
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/1980


Cigarette: A Flower of Evil ? 



Initially the cinematrographic art, the 
cigarette was almost the grateful 
accessory, a sign of glamour and some 
Hollywood elegance. In the years 1940-
1950, it was the privilege of glamourous 
women and elegant detectives. 



Does the cigarette in  French 

cinema havean impact on the 

consumption of  young people? 



Since the Evin law , the sale of 

cigarettes fell among the young people 

of 15 and more. We can think that the 

application of this rule had an 

influence on the consumption of the 

young people. 

 While the french teenagers who 

watch the most movies  showing 

someone who smokes, have 32% of 

chances to smoke as well. 

 
 



Before Evin law After Evin law 

BANNING 
CIGARETTES 

FROM 
FRENCH 

MOVIES !!!!!!!!
!! 

Jean Dujardin in : OSS 117 : 
Le Caire nid d'espions 

Audrey Tautou in : Coco 
avant Chanel 



In 2015, the ex-Minister for old people and dependance 
Michèle Delaunay wanted to forbid cigarette in French movies 
from May 2016. However she accepted that there could be 
some dispensations to the rule, provided that : “the filmed 
scenes have an historical value or that they highlight a 
stressful or desperate situation or that they contribute to point 
to the harmful effects of tobacco.” 

 

Why  ? It entices the youth to smoke because they consider 
actors as examples (these actors are stars for them), smoking 
gives them some style because they imitate their idols. 
Through some scenes, cigarette could be regarded as a way 
to free from stress too. 

However a lot of people mocked this law,  for example by 
using some pictures of actors smoking and by replacing 
cigarettes by daily object. (see examples on previous slide) 



Jean Anouih is a french writer and playwright, 
He was born the 23 June 1910 and died the 3 
October 1987. His theatral work begin in 1932, 
she particulary big and different : she consitute 
of many comedys often stressful ang tragic like 
his most celebrated work, Antigone. 

Albert Camus, born the 7 
november 1913 and die the 4 
January 1960, He is a french writer, 
playwright. He  wright La Peste 



La cigarette 
 
Jules Laforgue 
 
Oui, ce monde est bien plat ; quant à l’autre, 
sornettes. 
Moi, je vais résigné, sans espoir, à mon sort, 
Et pour tuer le temps, en attendant la mort, 
Je fume au nez des dieux de fines cigarettes. 
Allez, vivants, luttez, pauvres futurs 
squelettes. 
Moi, le méandre bleu qui vers le ciel se tord 
Me plonge en une extase infinie et m’endort 
Comme aux parfums mourants de mille 
cassolettes. 
Et j’entre au paradis, fleuri de rêves clairs 
Ou l’on voit se mêler en valses fantastiques 
Des éléphants en rut à des choeurs de 
moustiques. 
Et puis, quand je m’éveille en songeant à 
mes vers, 
Je contemple, le coeur plein d’une douce joie, 
Mon cher pouce rôti comme une cuisse d’oie. 
 
Jules Laforgue 

Je fume au nez des dieux de fines cigarettes. 
 
I Smoke fine cigarettes right under God's 
nose. 



French music and cigarette 

In  French music, different points are expressed about the cigarette. First, 
singers did music for the cigarette, using it as a desire item, like Eliane Embrun 

in her song “If I were a cigarette” says :  
If I were a cigarette 

You would wrap me up aroud your fingers. 
 

Or the famous French icon Serges Gainsbourg says in his song “ God is a 
Havana smoker” : 

God is an Havana's smoker, he told me himself, 
That the smoke takes to Heaven, I know it, Darling 

 
Then, since the 2000', the cigarette statut gets down and the risk for health are 
now expressed in the french songs.The artsit Sanseverino wrote a song called 

“la cigarette” : 
The cigarette, not only does it kill, but it's expensive and it stinks 

The nicotine sticks to your fingers, your hair smell of ashtray for months... 
 
 



A 
Flower 
of Evil 
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“Gitane avec une cigarette” 
Edouard Manet is a 
French painter who 
was born in 1832  and 
died in 1883. He 
painted an oil painting 
«Gitane avec une 
cigarette» which is 
exposed in thE art 
museum of the 
Princeton university. 
Its height is 92*73,5 
cm. The painting has 
been found in Manet's 
workshop after his 
death. First, it didn't 
have title. The work 
may be inspired by a 
Spanish  dancer from 
the Paris racecourse. 
The woman represents 
the sensuality, it  may 
be Charles 
Baudelaire's wife. 

We can link the work 
with the play Carmen .  
«I threw my cigar 
immediately. She 
understood this 
attention with a French 
politeness and hurried  
to tell me that she 
really loved tabacco 
smell and even she 
smoked. [...] ».  
«Conbining our fumes 
we spoke[...]  ». 
The work«La gitane 
avec une cigarette” 
represents a gipsy 
who is smoking in the 
fore ground. In the 
back ground we can 
see two horses, one 
white and one black. 
The women is leaning 
on the black one.  



“L'esclave blanche” 

Jean Jules-Antoine Lecomte du 
Gouÿ is a french orientalist painter 
and a sculptor. He was born the 
10th of June 1842 and died the 19th 
of February 1923. His major work is 
«L'esclave blanche» which is 
exposed in Nantes in the fine art 
museum.This painting is a harem or 
turkish bath.It represents a white 
woman naked and she is smoking. 
This painting mixte woman 
sensuality and cigarettes. 



“Le fumeur” 

Paul Cézanne a 
French painter who 
was born on the 
19th of January 
1839 and died on 
the 22nd of October 
1906. He is 
considered as the 
pioneer of the post-
impresionism and 
of the cubism. He 
painted, for 
example an oil 
painting «Le 
fumeur» in 1890 
which is exposed in 
the Ermitage 
museum in Saint 
Petersburg in 
Russia. The height 
of the painting is 
91*72 cm. 

 The painting's 
subject is a farmer 
of the Cézanne's 
family who is 
smoking a pipe. 
This young man is 
full of strenght (he 
is maybe Paulin 
Paulet).  This 
scene happened in 
a kitchen in Jas de 
Bouffan (his 
vineyard). Paulin 
Paulet dressed 
with grey clothes 
lean his elbow on 
the table. On this 
one we can make-
out a still life with a 
wine bottle and an 
apple.  



“Smoking Portrait”  

Gerda Wegener est une 
peintre Danish French 
painter. She was born on 
the 15th of March 1886 and 
died on the 28th of July 
1940. Elle fait partie du 
mouvement art-nouveau et 
art-déco. Elle a peint 
«  smoking portrait  » en 
1920. Se tableau est un 
portrait d'une femme bien 
habillée. Elle est en train 
de poser avec une 
cigarette à la main car 
c'est une scène banale. 



“Portrait de Marcelle Dormoy” 

Marie Mélanie Laurencin a French 
painter who was born on the 31st  of 
October 1883 and died on the 8th of June 
1956. She is a member of the fauvism, 
cubism, and purism movement, she is a 
modern artist woman. She painted an oil 
painting «Portrait de Marcelle Dormoy» in 
1937. The height of the work is 65*54,5 
cm. This painting put in the spotlight 
Marcelle Dormoy who is a middle-class 
person, we can see that by her clothes. 
On the painting we can see the woman 
smoking and her dog. It shows us that 
women as men can smoke. 



“Religieuse italienne fumant la 
cigarette” 

 Clovis Trouille is a 
French painter 
who was born on 
the 24th of October 
1889 and died on 
the 24th of 
September 1975. 
He is antimilitarist 
and anticlerical.He 
painted “religieuse 
italienne fumant la 
cigarette” in 1944. 
This is an oil 
painting, it size is : 
60cm by 46cm.  

A nun is 
represented. She 
wears a red and 
white clothes. She 
takes her sit on a 
small wall she is 
relaxed. She 
smokes a 
cigarette, that 
shows us that all 
the soacial 
actegories can 
smoke. 



Street art 

Mathieu Lainé is 
a French artist 
from Chambéry 
who was born in 
1986. his artist 
name is 
Graffmatt. His 
passion is the 
street artt. He 
explores many 
artistic fields 
and in the 
medias like 
urbanscene 
which is his 
inspiration 
source. 

This is a relatively new 
work because it has been 
made in 2013. The 
cigarette is also staging in 
street art.It represents a 
man who is smoking. We 
can say that all the artistic 
works can ilustrate 
cigarette and it is 
reachable for everyone. 



Cigarette: a flower of Evil 

Problem: Cigarette, a dangerous power of seduction? 



La gitane à la cigarette  

This painting is by Edouard Manet, it 
was painted in 1862. 
  

This painting represents a 
gypsy woman in the 
foreground, with a cigarette 
in her mouth. In the 
background you can see a 
white horse. And finally, in 
the last background we see 
the sky. 



L'esclave blanche  

Painting by Jules-Antoine 
Lecomte de Nouy, painted 
in 1888. 

This painting represent 
a nude woman. She's  
highlight with the 
withness of her skin. 
She's smoking. 



Fumeurs de pipe  

René Magritte painted this painting in 1928-1929 

This is not a pipe, because it is the visual 
representation of a pipe 



Intérieur de cabaret : la partie de 
cartes 

 
  

Painting by David 
Teniers, made in 
1645 

This painting represents 
a scene from the daily 
life of the 17th century. 
To the left of this picture 
we can see an old man 
with a red hat smoking 
the pipe. 



Violon et pipe (le Quotidien) 

Georges Braques 
painted this painting 
between 1913 and 
1914 
   

This picture shows the 
representation of a violin, 
which can be seen in the 
background. On the violin 
we can see a pipe, which 
is put on a newspapper 
and on a piece of wood. 


